
THE FOP NEWS
Christmas, 2005

Here comes Sandy
Claws, here comes Sandy
Claws, right down Sandy
Claws Lane (or should we say
the I. C. W.).

Please welcome the newest edition to
the Phaup Family...she’s big, beautiful, and
she’s a cat.  A catamaran, that is.  We bought
her this summer and sailed her up the I. C.W.
(Intracoastal Waterway) from N.C. to the
Coan River Marina in late Sept.  And in
keeping with the Phaup tradition that life is
always an adventure (o. k. maybe not, but we
seem to turn it into one anyway)...

Who says guys don’t ask for
directions?  We had a shrimp boater run us
down in the Neuse River looking for
directions to the I. C. W.!  We promised not to
tell, but we took pictures anyway.  

Speaking of pictures...when we pulled
into Elizabeth City, N.C. they were filming a 
P. B. S. special: Cruising Carolina featuring
Claiborne Young.  Sandy Claws makes her
Hollywood debut in Feb.  Be sure to check
your local listings!  The boys think it’s so cool
that they get to be on T.V.

Our lives continue to revolve around
the boys and ...

Baseball
Ryan decided to give baseball another

try this year.  To keep himself from total
boredom in the outfield (you know, chasing
butterflies and writing in
the dirt) he thought he’d
try his hand at catching. 
He’s got the perfect build
for it.  The only thing he
didn’t consider was all of
that protective equipment
in the middle of a
Southern summer.  In the off season, he’s
working on designing a cooling system
installation for next years’ gear.

Tyler and his team had a good season
despite his father being the assistant coach. 
Bruce says it’s a testament to their talent. 
They were able to have a winning season
despite his “coaching”.  The team taught him
a lot...  “no coach, you don’t make the batting
order based on our shoe size.”

 Cub Scouts
Bruce just refuses to grow up and so

he’s the Assistant Den Leader for both of the
boys’ Webelos Dens.  They have
plenty of opportunities for
camping, fishing, burping contests
and whatever else it is that boys
and “men” do when they get
together for extended periods of
time without responsible adult
supervision.  They also built some mean
Pinewood Derby cars, taking 2nd and 3rd place
in the pack Pinewood Derby race this year. 
They take these races pretty seriously.  Ryan’s
still upset that his car missed 1st place by .001
second!

Lego Robotics
Tyler has taken his Lego addiction to a

new level.  Only now, he’s involving the entire
family.  This Fall, Karen formed and coached 7
boys in a First Lego League Robotics Team. 
They called themselves the Shark Attackers. 

You probably heard
Bruce ( he was laughing
so loudly) when Karen,
his technology
challenged wife,
announced that she was

going to be teaching engineering, technology,
and computer programming to 7 very active
boys. They had a blast and learned a lot (o. k. so
they taught their coach).  Anyway, they placed
1st in Robot Performance, were awarded The
Director’s Award in the Richmond Regional,
and received an invitation to the VA. State
Tournament held in Blacksburg.  Not bad for
rookies.  Wonder who’s laughing now?  
You can visit them on the web at: 
http://users.i-c.net/~phaup/SharkAttackers/

Whew, you did it!  You made it through
another Fop Newsletter!  Consider it our
Christmas gift to you;  a little bit of fire starter!
And just in case you didn’t get enough, you can
visit our family website at:
http://phaup.cjb.net/

From our family to yours:  
A Very Merry Christmas and a Happy Holiday

Season! 
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